515 The President's News Conference of 
November 20. 1962 

the president. I have severr-1 starements. asmuch as *hu goc a long way towards 

[t.] I have "oday been informr i by reducing the danger which heed 'his henu- 

Chairman Khrushchev trut all of die iL~28 sohere 4 weeks ago, I have this afternoon 

bembers new in Cuba will be withdrawn in instructed die Secretary of Defense to hit our 

30 days. He also agrees thai these planes can naval quarantine, 

be observed ar.d covnind as thev leave. In- In view of this action. I want 'c take this 
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opportunity to bring the American people 
up to date on the Cuban crisis and to review 
the progress maa'e thus far in fulfilling the 
understandings between Soviet Chairman 
Khrushchev and myself as set forth in cur 
letters of October 27 and 28. Chairman 
Khrushchev, it will be recalled, agreed to 
remove from Cuba all weapons systems ca- 
pable of offensive use, :o halt the further 
introduction of such weapons into Cuba, 
and to permit appropriate United Nations 
obser ation and supervision to insure the 
carrying out and continuation of these com- 
mitments. We on our part agreed that once 
these adequate arrangements for verification 
had been established we would remove our 
naval quarantine and give assurances against 
an invasion of Cuba. 

The evidence to date indicates that all 
known offensive missile sites in Cuba have 
been dismanded. The missiles and their 
associated equipment have been loaded on 
Soviet ships. And our inspection at sez of 
these departing ships has confirmed that the 
number of missiles reported by the Soviet 
Union as having been brought into Cuba, 
which closely corresponded to our own infor- 
mation, has now been removed. In addition, 
the Soviet Government has stated that all 
nuclear weapons have been withdrawn from 
Cuba and no offensive weapons will be re- 
introduced. 

Nevertheless, important parts of the under- 
standing of October 27th and 28th remain 
to be carried out. The Cuban Government 
has not yet permitted the United Nations to 
verify whether all offensive weapons have 
been removed, and no lasting safeguards 
have yet been established against the future 
introduction of offensive weapons back into 
Cuba. 

Consequently, if the Western Hemisphere 
is to continue to be protected against offen- 
sive weapons, this Government has no choice 
but to oursue its own means of checking or: 
miiitar-' ".tivities in Cuba. 1 he importance 


though wc are informed that these ^nd othcr 
Soviet units were associated with the pro- 
tection of offensive weapons systems, and 
will also be withdrawn in due couise. 

I repeat, we would like nothing better 
than adequate international arrangements 
for the task of inspection and verification in 
Cuba, and we are prepared to continue our 
efforts to achieve such arrangements. Until 
that is dene, difficult problems remain. As 
for our part, if all offensive weapons systems 
are removed from Cuba and kept out of the 
hemisphere in the future, under adequate 
verification and safeguards, and if Cuba is 
not used for the expert of aggressive Com- 
munist purposes, there will be peace in the 
Caribbean. And as I said in September, "we 
shall neither initiate nor permit aggression 
in this hemisphere." 

We will not, of course, abandon the politi- 
cal, economic, and other efforts of this hemi- 
sphere to halt subversion from Cuba nor our 
purpose and hope that the Cuban people 
sh2ll some day be truly free. But these 
policies are very different from any intent to 
launch a military invasion of the island. 

In short, the record of recent weeks shows 
real progress and we art hopeful that further 
progress can be made. The completion of 
the commitment on both sides and the 
achievement of a peaceful solution to the 
Cuban crisis might well open the doc;.- tc tine 
solution of other outstanding problems. 

May I add this final thought in this week 
oi Thanksgiving: there is much for which 
we -an be grateful as we look back to where 
we stood only 4 weeks age — the unity of this 
hemisphere, the support oi our allies, and the 
calm determination of the American people. 
These qualities may be tested many more 
dr.es in this decade, bu: wc have increased 
reason to be confident that those qualities 
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and agencies to take every proper tmd legal 
action to prevent discrimination in the sai-„* 
or lease of housing facilities owned or 
operated by the Federal Government; .^us- 
ing constructed or sold as a re; alt of loan', or 
grants to be made by the Federal Govern 
rr.cn; or by ioar.s to be insured or guaranteed 
by the Federal Government; and housing u 
be made available through the devdopmen; 
or redevelopment of property under Federal 
slum clearance or urban renewal prograrns- 
V/Uh regard -o existing housing facilities 
constructed or urchascd as a result of direct 
loans or grants f.'om the Federal Govern- 
ment, or under Federal guarantees, or as a 
result of the urban renewal program, I have 
directed the Housing Agency and other ap- 
propriate agencies to use their good offices to 
promote and encourage the abandonment of 
discriminatory practices that may now exist. 
In order to assist 'he departments and 
agencies in implementing this policy, and to 
coordinate their efforts, [ have established 
the President's Committee on Equal Oppor- 
tunity in Housing, ft is neither proper nor 
equitable that Americans should be denied 
tfu benefits of housing owned by the Fed- 
eral Government or financed through the 
Federal assistance on the basis of their race, 
color, creed, or national origin. 

Our national ..olicy is equal opportunity 
for all and the Federal Government will con- 
tinue to take such legal and proper steps as it 
mav to achieve the realization of this goal. 
[3.] And finally, over the last weekend, 
the Chinese have made great ...varices in 
northeastern India. Now they have offered 
some kind of cease-fire proposal and we am 
in touch with the Indian Government to 
determine their ass^mem of it. I ord<*r 
to better assess Indian needs, we jre sen-h'ng 


In providing military assistance to India, 
we are mindful of our alliance with Pakistan. 
All of our aid to India Is for the purpose of 
defeating Chinese Communist subversion. 
Chinese incursions into the subcontinent are 
a threat to Pakistan as well as India, and both 
ha. e a common interest in opposing it. 

We have urged this point in both govern- 
ments. Our help to India in no way di- 
rmGihes or qualifies our commitment to 
■ 'akistan and we have made this clear to 
both governments as well. 

(4.] Q. Mr. President, with respect to 
your no-invasion pledge, there has been con- 
siderable discussion and speculation :n the 
press as to the exact scope of this pledge. I 
believe that Chairman Khrushchev, in his 
letter cf the 28th, made the assumption, or 
the implication, or the statement, that no at- 
tack would be made on Castro, not on'y by 
the United States, but any other country in 
the Western Hemisphere. It appeared to 
be an implication that possibily you would 
he willing to guarantee Castro against any 
and all enemies anywhere. Now I realize 
that in vour letter there was nothing or tha* 
sort and you've touched on this today, out 
I'm wondering if you can be 2 bit more 
specific on the scope or. your no-invision 
pledge. 

the i>R£siD£vr. I think that today'; state- 
ment describes very clearly what the policy 
is o r tfv- Government in regard to >in- 
vasion. I think if you re-read the statement 
vou will see "ite position of the Government 
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hemisphere should continue to keep uself 
informed about the development of weapons 
systems in Cuba. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, in connection 
with your statement on India, would you so- 
il you foresee any need iov direct U.S. par- 
ticipation in the border difficulties there in 
the way of manpower' Will v.c ha.c to 
send troops there? 

the president. There's been no indica- 
tion of that. I think we can get a more 
precise idea of what the Indians need to pro- 
tect their territorial integrity when Go\crncr 
Harriman returns, and also, I understand a 
simih-r mission may be being sent from 
London. And I think by the end of the 
week we ought to have a clcare- idea of what 
the cease-fire offer means, what trie military 
pressures arc in India, and what assistance 
they would like to receive from us, but as of 
today I've hemd nothing about American 
Lroops being requested. 

Q. Does that include tram-rs and 
advisers? 

th - president. No, I think — we can't tell 
precisely what the Indians require, an 1 that's 
why this mis. on is going tomorrow, com- 
posed of representatives of State and Defense. 

[6.] Q. Mr.. President, apparently you'-.e 
established quite a fr-e-F.oumg channel or 
communications with. Chairman Khru- 
shchev. I wonder if you could ccmr. .nt 2~\ 
or: tins, perhaps telling us how p-any mes- 
sages vou've exchanged, some of the ten. or 
o: those, and f thi •-vill be a ;.'_'.tc:n for 

Ti-?r. ik;>;olnt. V.' e V e\:h.m;ccd several 

and also a system of v C ; meatier., in an at- 
:n the '. :ters cf late O.-tobcr. S; :':.. : :'< w : - '. 


the negotiation, however, has been borne by 
Mr. McCIoy and Governor Stcsenson in 
their conversations, but I have continued to 
indicate how w defined offensive weapons, 
which has bern the subject of this coric- 
spondencc and. reahy, the subject of the ne- 
gotiations between Mr. McCloy and Mr. 
Stc.cnson n : ic one hand, and the Russians 
on the other. 

In addition, the question of adequate veri- 
fication has beer. ^ subject of the correspond- 
ence and a subject of the negotiations. 

Q. M~ President, in the various exchanges 
of the past 3 weeks, either between yourself 
and Chairman Khrushchev or at the United 
Nations, have any ksucs been touched on 
besides that of Cuba, and could you say how 
the c-- _nts or these past 3 v-ccks might affect 
:ucn an issue as Bcriin or disarmament or 
nu^.car testing? 

T}if. PRr.smrrT. No. I instructed the ne- 
gotiators to confine themselves to the matter 
f. ' Cuba complete 1 and therefore no other 
matter; were discussed. Disarmament any 
matters affecting Western Europe, relations 
between the Warsaw pact countries and 
NATO, all the rest — none of these matters 
was to be in any way referred to or negoti- 
ated about until we had made progress and 
come to some sort of a solution on Cuba 
So that has been all we have done dipio- 

rnonth. 

Obviously when you make progress in 
area, then you have hopes that you 
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Government and the American people, that: 
we're not keeping the American people well 
informed, as a result of Government policies. 
LcRoy Collins, former Governor of Florida, 
now head of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, has accused both the Defense 
Department and the State Department of 
news suppression in the Cuban crisis. 
Would you care to comment on your general 
feeling about rhat, Mr. President? 

the president. Well, it is true that when 
wc learned the matter on Tuesday morning 
until we made the announcement on the 
quarantine on Monday afternoon, that this 
matter was kept in the highest levels of 
Government. Wc didn't make any public 
statement about it. And I returned to 
Washington that Saturday morning because 
I had a campaign trip that was going to 
take until Sunday evening, and I had to 
come back, and we did net want to indicate 
to the Soviet Union or to Cuba or anyone 
else who might be our adversaries, the ex- 
tent of our information until we had deter- 
mined what our policy would be, and until 
we had consulted with our allies and mem- 
bers of OAS and NATO. So for those very 
good reason?. I believe, this matter was kept 
by the Government undi Monday night. 
There is — it least one newspaper learned 
about some of the details on Sunday evening 
and did not print it tor reasons of. public 
interest. 

I have no apologies for that. I don't think 
th,.t there's any doubt it would have been a 
great mistake and ncssibly a disaster if this 
new? had dnbbied out when we were unsure 
of the cxirp.z of the Soviet buildup in Cuba, 
and when wc were unsure of our response, 
and when wc had not consulted with any 
of our allies, who might themselves h wc 
been involved in grwc difficulties as a result 
of cur wticn. 


permitted, for example, 10 go to Guan- 
tanamo because obviously that might be an 
area which might be under attack. 

Since that Sunday we have tried to, or at 
least intend to attempt to lift any restraints 
in the news. And I'm really — as a reader of 
a good many papers, it seems to me that the 
papers more or less reflected quite accurately 
the state of our negotiations with the Soviet 
Union. 

They have, in a sense, been suspended 
because we've been arguing about this ques- 
tion of IL -.S's, so there hasn't been any real 
progress that we could point to or any hard 
information that wc could put out until 
today, which we're now doing. 

Now, if the procedures which have been 
set up, which are really to protect the 'merest 
and security of the United States, are being 
used in a way inimical to the free flow of 
news, then we'll change those procedures. 1 

[3.] Q. Sir, in another area, couid you 
give us your analysis of the election results 
and your analysis as to what effect this may 
have on your pr gram in Congress next 
year? 

the president. V/cll, I think we'll prob- 
ably be in a position somewhat comparable 
to what wc were in for the last 2 years. We 
did better than we had hoped in the election, 
but we still did not pick up sears, 2nd we lost 
and won a number of votes by very close 
margins, particularly in the House. 

ft real!;- - will depend on whether we c^n 
mai.-.tain a good deal of unity in the Demo- 
cratic Party and also whether we receive 
some assistance from some Republicans. If 
the Republicans vote unanimously against us 
and we lose 40 -odd Democrats — about one- 
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fifth of our number — then wc will have 
difficulty. If wc get the kind of Republican 
support that we got at the beginning of last 
year in the rules tight, then wc can put some 
of these important programs through. So I 
think we have to wait until they come back 
before we can make a judgment, and wc may 
be about in the position wc were in in the 
last 2 years. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, tk people of 
Florida arc hoping that you and your family 
will again spend Christmas with them. Can 
you teli us what your present plans arc, sir? 
the president. My father and mother arc 
going to Florida in December, and my *vifc 
and children hope to go there for Christmas, 
and if my situation her- permits, I will go for 
Christmas. If the question is a result of 
some stories that the tourist business in 
Florida is o^t because of our difficulties, I 
hope it will not be toe dangerous in Florida 
this year. [Laughter] 

fio.l Q. Mr. President, with regard to 
your housing order, could you explain, first, 
why you've taken so long to sign the order; 
second, 6ocv it become effective tomorrow 
morning for :oans and guarantees and every- 
thing, that o ■ j;ck:y ? 
the PKEs;i-iN'T. Yes, that's correct- 
ed. And, third, what assessment have you 
made of the possible economic impact of is.? 
the preside.vt. Well, I said that I would 
issue it at the time when I thought it was in 
the public interest, and now is the time. 

Secondly, it will become effective immedi- 
ately. Thirdly, I don'; think that its im- 
mediate effect — there may be some adverse 
reaction, but I think that wc wiii be able to 
proceed in the development of our housing 
industry, which is important to our economy. 
I know or. builder the other day in part of 
New York said that he would be very much 
against the housing order because i: wodd 
h irt his development, and he was reminded 
that there was a more stringent lav.- m effect 
in New York at the time. So that ! think 
some c: the fears ' a\e been e/tactge'c'ed. 

no hey and we've done it. 


[ 1 i.l Q. Mr. President, another question 
on Cuba. Is it your position, sir, that you 
will issue 2 formal no-invasion pledge only 
after satisfactory arrangements have been 
made for verification and after adequate ar- 
rangements have been made to make sure 
that such weapons arc net reintroduced once 
more? 

Ti-r president. Quite obviously, as I said 
in ~;y statements, serious problems remain 
as to verification and reassurance, and, there- 
fore, tins matter of our negotiations really 
arc not — have no' been completed and until 
they're completed, of course, I suppose we're 
not going to be fully satisfied that diere will 
be peace in the Caribbean. 

In regard to my feelings about what re- 
mains to be done, and on the matter of in- 
vasion, I think my statement is the best ex- 
pression of our views. 

Q. Mr. President, what would we accept 
as a guarantee, as a safeguard against rein- 
troduciion 3 Can that be achieved by any- 
thing short of continuous aerial recon- 
naissance? 

the president. Well, I think that what we 
would like to have is the kind of inspection 
on the ground which would make any other 
means of obtaining information unnecessary. 

Q. A continuing inspection arte: the 
settlement 

the president. Inspection which would 
provide us with assurances that there are net 
on the island weapons capable of offensive 
action against the United States or neighbor- 
ing countries and that they will not be rein- 
troduced. Obviously, thru is our goal. If 
wc do not achieve that goal, then we ha e to 
use other resources to assure ourselves that 
weapons are not there, or that they're not 
being reintroduced. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, the ether d.y 
Khrushchev stated that Commun'sts -ouid 
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fortunately, on both sides cf the Iron Cur- 
tain, which Is why I'm optimistic about the 
ultimate outcome of this struggle. 

[13.J Q. Sir, would you please clear up 
'->r us cur relationship with the United Na- 
tions? If we wanted to invade Cuba, if we 
winced to take unilateral action in any way. 
could we do so without the approval of the 
United Nations 3 

the president. Weil, I don't think a ques- 
tion — you have to really give me a much 
more detailed hypothetical question before I 
could consider answerir. it, and even under 
those condition;; it might not be wise. Ob- 
viously, the United States — let's use a hy- 
pothetical case, which is always better — the 
United States has the means as a sovereign 
power to defend itsdf. And of course txer 
cises that power, has in the past, and would 
in the future. We would hope to exercise 
it in a way consistent with our treaty obliga- 
tions, including the United Nations Charter. 
But we, of course, keep to ourselves and hold 
to ourselves under the United States Con- 
stitution and ur der the laws of international 
law, the right to defend our security. On 
our own, if necessary — though we, as I say, 
hope to always move in concert with our 
allies, but on our own if that situation was 
necessary to protect our survival or integrity 
or other vital interests. 

f r-4. ] Q. Mr. President, with regard to 
the information policies, much of the con- 
troversy has centered on two specific orders: 
there's the Sylvester directive at the pentagon 
which is for policing the contacts of rhe press 
with individuals ; n the Pentagon. And 
there's another order by Manning in the State 
Department which deals with the same gen- 
eral area. There's been quite a lot of criti- 
cism where some of the veteran correspond- 
ents have contended that this could cut down 
on the contacts, trie nv ma! flow of ' ews. and 

wonder if vou have th^ir/m: in terms of re- 


tcnight suggesting that there be lifted the 
12 points that we made to the press in regard 
to voluntary restraints on the movement of 
troops and so on. That will be lifted tonight. 
There will be a change, I think, in the Suite 
Department, policy directive, because the 
need there is somewhat different from what 
it is in the Defense Department. In the 
Defense Department we are dealing not oniy 
with the problem cf movement of troops, 
but also with the question of the very sensi- 
tive intelligence, and the methods by which 
that intelligence is received, and I don't think 
that, as yet, it's been demonstrated that this 
has restricted the flow of essential news out 
of the Pentagon. Now if it does, we'll 
change it. But, I haven't been convinced of 
that as yet. 

[ 15. ] Q. Mr. President, Brazil has urged 
that a ban be declared on nuclear arms and 
delivery vehicles not only in Cuba, but in 
the rest c' South America. Dc you support 
this proposal and would you favor extending 
a similar ban on other areas, such as the 
Middle East, where Senator Javits has said 
that the continuing buildup of Soviet o.rms 
in Egypt, Syria, and other Arab states may 
provoke the next East- West crisis? 

the president. Well, we're interested in 
the Brazilian proposal, which is under dis- 
cussion at the United Nations. We're inter- 
ested in it. and a similar prep sal has been 
made for Africa. We would be interested m 
that, too. 

The question comes down to the willing- 
ness of the countries of Latin America to 
accept the Brazilian proposal, and the de- 
velopment of an adequate inspection system. 
That's the issue. 

1 16. ] Q. Mr. President, how di-.. you feel 
about rhe appearance of Aiger Hiss on a tele- 
vision program on the career c c Richard 
Nixon? 

the president. I didn't see the program, 
hut I thought Mr. Hagertv and Mr. Minow 




Q. Mr President, 
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in January, as recommended by your Labor- speak en any subject 10 any newspaperman 

Management Policy Committee? and the newspaperman shou! J print it or not 

the president. The question of the tax cut print it as he sees f.t without any eriort 'o 
is going to be discussed in the administra- attempt to limit the printing of news which 
tion in the next 10 days, and we'll have rec- may deal 'with the collection or the methods 
ommendations to make the first part of of collection oi intelligence information.' 
January. Until then, I'd have to withhold, Q. No, sir. It wai just 2 question of — 
until wc finally decide what we are going to there are many areas other than the move- 
do — the amounts, and wcicr*; the cut wiil ment oi troops and so torth. 
come. the president. And ir.tcli : gence. Arid in 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, would you give mosc areas which are n-^t involved there, I 

us your e'timate as to the current relations would be delighted to talk to Mr Syiesttr 

bctwecn Communist China and Communist and with representatives : the press and see 

Russia, particularly in re 1 ' ' Tirhip to the if wc can get this straightened out so that 

events in Cuba and in In there is a free flow of ne .\s to which the prcs^ 

thl president. No, I mk that any Is cntided, and which I think ought to be 

comment that I might make would ncces- in the press, and on which any administr.i 

sarily be accurate, because t. c;c '. a variety tion really must depend as a check to its own 

of opinions in rega.-d to the matters which actions. 

may be in dispute. And in addition 1 think So I can assure you that our only interest 

that it's a matter which we should stud,. has been, first, during this period of crisis 

There're no assurances that it means it is and over a longer period to try *o — net to 

helpful to us or harmful, as yet, but I think have coming out cf the Pentagon informa 

we have to wait. I said the other day that tion which is highly sensitive, particular!]. 

I thought this was a rather climactic period, in -.he intelligence areas, which I can as:. ire 

and I think that we can perhaps tell in the ycu in my own no' too distant experience 

next months wnat is going on in the world ha-- been extremely inimical to trie interests 

beyond this hemisphere with mr- ': ;:on. of die United States. Now that :. our only 

As of tonight it would be just estimates, and inter-:. 

I think it would be a mistake to indulge those Be-.ond that, I think it o.jght to pour out. 

right now. And as far as I m concerned. I'll U- gi.id ro 

[19.J Q. Mr. President, you said ycu discuss with Mr. 5yi\ ter and Mr. Mann: g. 

will change this procedure at the Defense Now, as I've said. Mr. Manning 15 g<m:„ to 

Department when n' c beer, demonstrated attempt, now that wc passed a: least a ph.- ;» 

that the present is too restrictive 01 this crisis, he wU. ! mud., a'tenip* •<■ :n. 

the PBtsicEN'T. That the public interest prove his order ..nd impr-.- - . c the :: -w o: 

isn't : >eing met. that's correct. mrormatK ::. 

C\ How ?.rz ycu going to :'.:-..: 0:1: ; Tne ! will say, a< an example :ha; ::::' ,rm mo;: 

dov/n there are reluctant to have any contact-; 'hat •'.>•. yc.'.'io: Stc ■:;'s<~. :. sen: a me-..:g- on 
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if it isn't, we'll get it out, 10 I can assure you 
that well work on it. 

Q. I mean in the area other than national 
security. 

the president. That is correct. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, when you <->eak 
of this as a climactic period, can you 'ketch 
in what you think some of the ultimate 
possibilities are? 

the president. No, ! dem't think we can, 
but I do think if 5 years ago v/c had looked 
at the world, I don't think we would have 


made a judgment that it would have moved 
quite the way it has moved, that China and 
India would be involved in a vcy serious 
struggle which may lead to a full-scale war 
if it hain'f already, and that relations in 
many pans of the world would be as 
changing as they are. 

I think this is a very climactic period. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. PrcsidcnL 

n-otu: President Kennedy's forty- r'.i'uh n;w$ confer- 
ence was held in the. Sate Department Auditorium 
at 6 o'clock on Tuesday evening, Mov ember 20, 1962. 
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It has been over U:o veeks sino; I las: roporte.i to Xa.c hraeric-r. ;cnvl 
on Cuba* Today 1 ;jant to re^e* on bow far vg hav.» ccme -- -anci vo.j :ar -ji 
have yet to go 3 

The understand:- r.gs Dstvaeer. Chainaaa Khrushchev and jr/sel? gol fcrt,.-. I-' 
our lett-ers of Cctober 27 and 2£ contained the following eleaenta: 

1„ The Soviet Union would r-aove offensive ueapena syster-s iror: 

2. U.-.i_- \-ould be done uruiar appropriate United Kationc observation 

un: r-ip^rviaicc. 

3- The Soviet "Jnicr. '.:c:ld undertake, *.;ith suitable sa.^egt-t-Tis. v 

had* the farther introduction cf such veapor.a system into Cuba- 

ii. './pon tr.e e3tabIl5GT3::t. of adequate am .•>£;_ :x:nts thrcv.p. tna 

Uni'ed liatio s to ensure the carrying cvt and co"t: uatisn of '..es.' 

corszia.ent3 ; the United States vould r ■ .r/e tve quarar.t-irje 2~d .-Lv-? 

assurances arcinst an invasion of Cuba* 

As has previously been arriC'xced, tr_ere is evidence trat all. t:.e kr ~vn 
L13M and .TiEii sites in Cuba have b?en disn-er.-ledc Missiles and asscciaved 
e quip nan t were loaded on Soviet ahips '-vhicr. have departed Cuba. ? r .ezs s'-.ipi- 
h_-V^ vith the cooperation...:;.? the Soviet Union, Leer, iris pec ted a'- sea fror. 
United dcaoes naval vessels :.r.-d it has been confirmed t:_at the number or" 
tu.s.s____es reported oy tne doves t Lnion ?.s it<_vur;g seen crcr^:i" int? ->uc_ . - r.^ n 
cloaely corresponds to cur ovr: iruortoa cion, ^re > is fact, ncv an board :cm- - 
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ships proceeding tovard toe Sorl*t Onion. 

Chairman uhrusbchev has also now &^reed that all cf the n>26 'ron-bert 

In Cuba uill be rewrved ul+ihln the twxt __ ___ v?eeks. The Soviet Gotct.- 

oent has also etetod that all nuclear weapons imre b*en renov«d fro;: Cuba,, 
It tes further stated that it will not reintroduce offensive weapons into 
Cuba« 

?his pe-tlal Soviet fulfillment of the understanding *»i?odied in the 
exchanges be^:;;en C ha test n Drrushcberv and myself is in itself of Major iwpor« 
tsnee. and scccrdingly I have gi^en instructions to lift the quarantine 
uhich -as iaposeci October 23- ? 

Hc'verer, vh3t Y*as been done thus far is short of collets fulf illtwct 
of the under sending. In the fir^t plane, the ITnitsd Nations has r.ot been 
put in a position where it could verify that all offensive weapons ha~5 
actually 'Deer, reserved frow Cuba* ?he Cuban 3cYBrro»nt has rejected propc. _: 
a&de by the secretary General of the United Nations to establish arror.^-ne t~ 
for 3 yen verification. 

In addition, the Cuban GaremaE nt has also rejected safeguards *,>ins" 
the future introduction Into Cuba of offensive **ea>jna^ 

That Govemaent anst* therefore*, bear responsibility for thus far 
frustrating tbe achievr-ient of a distinct step forward in preserving p-s^ce 
in the Hsaispbe-e* 

It is the intent of the "Jnitad States Qovercsastit that the basic ocrci- 
tit .is of the original, a^rfcefcent be fulfilled. It dees not propose that, v^™? 
be any doubt tiiat the threat of offensive weapons in Cuba has been enn will. 
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continue to be reaored., for, as I said on September 13, "this country will 
do whatever must be done to protect its otra security and that of its allien, " 

I have, therefore* instructed the Secretary of Defense to continue* su;-h 
surveillance as is required in the absence of the other safeguard* agreed 
upon betaken Chalrrssn IH-ruahchev and ayaelf. This 13 being done in cenfor-dty 
-with the OAS Resolution of October 23. 

In the absence of necessary safeguards, there la no occasion for farr^l 
assurances on the subject of invasion. But the fact ia that we do not vani, to 
be forced to invade Cuba. As I said on September 13, *ve shall neither 
initiate nor permit accession in . t «;^endspliere, n If offensive veaponp 
systems are removed, and kept out of this Retaiephere in the future — if. there 
is no effort to export aggressive C owaui iist purposes fro® Cuba — ar^i if 
there is no interference froro -Cuba with our own security, thert. ;-». ze ?es< 3 
in the Caribbean, and that is what this Govemaent wants- 
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X want to take this opportunity to bring the American people ap to date 

™ *u- /- K the P*°g re ** made thus far in fulfilling 

on the Cuban crisis -- and to review / the understands between Soviet 

Chairman Khrushchev and myself, as set forth in cur letters «/ A.^cr £? and 
28 th. 

-- Chairman Khrushchev, it will be recall*^. Agreed to remove from 
Cuba all weapons systems capable cf offensive use; to halt the further introduc- 
tion of such weapons into Cuba; and to permit appropriate United Nations 
observation and supervision to ensure the carrying out and continuation of 
these commitments . 

-- We on our part agreed that -- once these adequate arrangements for 
verification had been established -- we would remove our Naval quarantine and 
give assurances against an invasion of Cuba. 

The evidence to date indicates that all known offensive missile sites in 
Cuba have been dismantled -- the missiles and their associated equipment have 
been loaded on Soviet ships -- and cur inspection at sea of these departing ships 
has confirmed that the number of missiles reported by the Soviet Union as havir.j 
been brought into Cuba (which closely corresponded to our own information) 
has now been removed. In addition, the Soviet Government has stated that aii 
nuclear weapons have been Withdrawn from Cuba, and that no offensive weapons 
will be reintroduced. 
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Furthermore, I have today received definite assurances from 
Chairman Khrushchev that ail of the XL- 28 bombers now in Cuba will be 
withdrawn within t he nex t month. Inasmuch as this goes a long way toward 
reducing the danger which faced this Hemisphere 4 weeks ago, I have this 
afternoon instructed the Secretary of Defense to lift our naval quarantine. 

Nevertheless, important parts of the understanding of October 27th 
and 28th still remain to be carried out* The Cuban Government has not yet 
permitted the United Nations to verify whether ali offensive weapons have 
been removed. It is th catening to fire on unarmed American reconnaissance 
planes which are conducting aerial verification until adequate international 
arrangements can be made. And no lasting safeguards have yet been 
established against the future introduction of offensive weapons back into Cuba. 

j 

Consequently, if the Western Hemisphere is to continue to oe j 

safeguarded against offensive weapons, this Government has no choice but 
to continue its aerial surveillance of Cuba, and to enforce that surveillance 
with appropriate responses in case of armed attack. 

But once adequate international ve; ification has made certain that all 
offensive weapons have been removed -- once suitable safeguards exist to 
prevent the reintroduction of such weapons -- there waula be no reason for 
this nation not to reaffirm its earlier pledge to "neither initiate nor permit- 
aggression in thic Hemisphere", and no reason for any nation to fear invasion, 
N&iur.uiy we have never wished to be forced to invade Cuba; nor will there be 
any such invasion while progress continues to be made. On the other hand, 
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thia does not mean that we must abandon this Hemisphere's political, economic 
and other efforts to halt subversion or aggression from Cuba, or its hopes that 
the Cuban people will someday be truly free. But these policies are very 
different from any intent to launch a nnlitary invasion of the island, in the 
absence of any sudden alteration in the situation as was presented so clearly a 
month ago. 

In short, the record of recent weeks shows real progress -- and we are 
hopeful that further progress can be made. The completion of the commitments 
on both sides, and the achievement of a peaceful solution to the Cuban crisis, 
might well open the door to further major breakthroughs -- on disarmament, 
Berlin and other issues -- and perhap9 even to a whole new era in Soviet- 
American relations. 

K'.ay I add this final thought: In this week of Thanksgiving, there is 
much for which we can be grateful, as we icok back to where we stood only 
four weeks ago: the unity of this Hemisphere, the support of oar allies, and 
the calm determination of the American people. These qualities may be tested 
many ^ore times in this decade -- bat we have increased reason to be 
confident that those qualities wiL. always endure and prevail. 
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I want to take this opportunity to bring the -American people 
up to date on the Cuban crisis -- and to review the state of progress 
in fulfillment of the understanding between Soviet Chairman Khrushchev 
and myself, as set forth in our letters of October 27th and 28th. 

Chairman Khrushchev, it will be recalled, agreed to remove 
from Cuba all weapons systems capable of offensive use; to halt 
the further introduction of such weapons into Cuba, and to permit 
appropriate United Nations observation and supervision to ensure the 
carrying out and continuation of these commitments. 

We on our part agreed than -- once these adequate arrange- 
ments for vei fication had been established -- we would remove our 
naval quarantine and give assurances against an invasion of Cuba. 

The evidence to date indicates that ail known offensive 
missile sites in Cuba have been dismantled -- the missiles and their 
associated equipment have been loaded en Soviet ships -- and our in- 
spection at sea of these departing ships has confirmed that the 
number of missiles reported by the Soviet Union as having been brought 
into Cuba (which closely corresponded to our. own information) has 
now been removed, in addition, the Soviet Government has stated that 
all nuclear weapons have been withdrawn from Cuba, and that no 
offensive weapons will be reintroduced. 




Furthermore,, I am happy to announce that today I have received 
definite assurance from Chairman Khrushchev that the 1L.-ZS bombers 
vhich his government placed in Cuba will be entirely withdrawn 
within the next month. He also agrees that these planes can be 
observed and counted as they leave. I am glad to accep: t4*e-s e -K-*- 
assurance*, and accordingly I have this afternoon instructed the 
Secretary of Defense to lift the naval quarantine of Cuba. 

Thus we are making progress -- but I must also report that 
important parts of the understanding of October 27th and 28th still 
remain to be carried cut. 

The Cuba.. Government has not yet permitted the United Nations 
to verify whether ail offensive weapons have been removed a.nd is 
threatening to fire on unarmed American reconnaissance planes 
which are conducting aerial verification until adequate international 
arrangements can be marie. Moreover, no lasting safeguards have 
yet been established against tne future introduction of offensive 
weapons back into Cuba* 

In the absence of better arrangements, the U. S. Government 

svjyp-;i hrrfi ir\ C^±a ^ The purpose of this surveillance is to protect 
the hemisphere aga nst offensive weapons systems, Tne world .cows 
the absolutely e~itic<a role played by thus surveillance in protecting 
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the peace of th_ Caribbean during October. So the surveillance will 
continue, and attempts to interfere with it will require appropriate 
response, 

We would like nothing better than tc see the task of inspection 
and verification in Cuba placed in the hands of the United Nations 
or some other appropriate international agency. Until that is done, 
and until there are adequate safeguards against reintroduction of 
offensive weapons, we shall not be able to give the formal assurances 
against invasion which are a pari of the understanding of October 27th and 28th. 

Yet the fact is that we do pot wish to be forceu to invade Cuba. 
rn w hUr v»t, C nnti i V J H— fr "- - ^-rrVr— p n?e}r° <\ f, 


W ' GarUi nly There will be' uu iuva s ii 

^ thf y-QT^u4 ^ w i n C I' tfftfnc . iifft-y xA ^ j agan ^ . ... j As I said back in September, 
"we shall neither initiate nor permit aggression in this hemisphere. '•' 
If ail offensive weapons are removed from Cuba and kept out of the 
hemisphere in the future -- if adequate verification and safeguards 
permit confidence in this removal -- if necessary surveillance, in the 
meantime, is not interfered with, and if Cuba is not usee for the 
expert of aggressive Communist purposes, there can be peace in the 
Car ; bbean s and no one need fear an invasion. 

We cannot, of course, abandon the political, economic and other 
efforts of this hemisphere to halt subversion from Cuba, nor can we 
give up our hap&za&d purpose that the Cuban people shall some day be truxy 
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free But these policies are very different from any intent to launch 
a military invasion of the island, and no such invasion will occur 

in the absence of a drastic alteration in the situation ^such as was 

/ 
presented so clearly by the secret introduction of major oifensive / 

weapons during September and October. 

In summary, the record of recent weeks shows real progress 
in the resolution of the crisis over offensive weapons in Cuba. 
We remain hopeful that further progress can be made. The completion 
of the commitments on both sides, and the achievement of a peaceful 
solution to this crisis, might well open the door to further major 
breakthroughs -- on disarmament, Berlin, and other issues -- and 
perhaps even to a whole new era in Soviet- Ame rican relations. 

May I add this finai thought: In this : week o: Thanksgiving, 
there is much for which we can be grateful as we look back to where 
we stood only four weeks age: the unity of this hemisphere, the support 
of our allies, and the calm of the American people. It is always possible 
that these qualities may be tested again, but it is proper for us to take 
new courage and hope from what has been accomp.: sr.ed so tar. 
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Chairman Khrushchev that all of the IL.-23 bombers sow in Cuba will b» '^ ' £' 

withdrawn -within 20 days, lie also agrees that these planes can. :e observed \ -C J> ■ --- "-A 
and counted as they leave. Inasmuch as this goes a long way toward 
reducing the danger wnich fac d this Hemisphere 4 weeks ago, I have this 
afternoon instructed the Secretary of Defense to lift our naval quarantine. 
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